Private Well Care & Maintenance

Excerpt from PA DEP Fact Sheet:
"Guidelines for Installing

Private Water Wells in Bedrock"
Testing the Water Quality

The water may look fine, but could have undesirable substances. Sanitary well construction is no guarantee

of safe water quality. If the aquifer is contaminated, then the construction of the well won’ t help. For this reason,

the water should be tested yearly for total coliform bacteria and nitrates. In addition, the well owner may want to test for additional substances. Common undesirable substances in groundwater include

coliform bacteria, nitrates, hydrogen sulfide and excess iron, manganese, lead and turbidity. Volatile organic compounds and petroleum products are released to the

groundwater from such sources as spills and

underground storage tanks. It is recommended that a DEP certified laboratory for drinking water be used for

the analysis. A list of certified laboratories can be obtained from a DEP regional office or website. Anannual check on the water and the well is a good idea.

After the Well is Drilled

The well owner can take precautions to prevent problems by establishing their own “wellhead protection areas.” This involves keeping potential contaminants away from the well.

Keep livestock or the family pet away from the well.

Do not dispose of waste into basement or garage floor drains.

Take used oil to a recycling center – Never dump it on the ground. Yes, the oil may have initially come out of

the ground, but it wasn’ t from a drinking water well.

Mix pesticides or paints over a sidewalk or concrete pad, away from the well; apply fertilizers and pesticides with caution.

Be careful where you dispose of waste or where you wash equipment.

Don’ t allow back-siphonage from a container or tank

into a well: Install a backflow preventer or keep hoses out of mixing containers or tanks.

Properly dispose of household chemicals and refuse.

Sinkholes are probably the worst place to put trash. Usually, a sinkhole is a direct connector to groundwater.

Citizen’ s Guide to Home Drinking Water Treatment Devices

Citizen’ s Guide to Volatile Synthetic Organic Chemicals in Drinking Water

Disinfection of Home Wells and Springs

Groundwater Monitoring Guidance Manual (see

Chapter 7 – Well Abandonment Procedures)

, 771-772-4018.

For more information, contact Stuart Reese, Bureau of

Water Supply Management, 771-772-4018 or visit PA DEP on the web at www.dep.state.pa.us
