Septic and Bacterial Additives


There are no additives, yeasts, bacterias, enzymes or other substances capable of reducing the solids and sludge in a septic tank so that periodic cleaning is not necessary. Beware of any product that claims to eliminate the need for pumping altogether. There are some products that can help the natural bacteria in your tank to speed the breakdown of the solid mat and turn it into sludge faster, but the sludge will accumulate and need to be cleaned from the tank to prevent leaching failure. It's the same principle as burning logs in your fire place.....the ashes still have to be cleaned out once in a while!


What About Septic Tank Additives to Help the System to Work Better? 

No known chemicals, yeasts, bacteria, enzymes or other substances can eliminate or reduce the solids or scum in a septic tank and make periodic cleaning unnecessary. Addition of chemicals is NOT recommended. Some proprietary products which claim to "clean" septic tanks contain chemicals that may cause sludge to float out into the drainfield. The resulting effluent may severely damage a drainfield by speeding up the clogging of the soil even though TEMPORARY relief may be experienced immediately after application of the product. 


