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    Galeton Borough Authority 


        has developed a


SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PLAN


in cooperation with


Potter County Planning,


PA Department of     Environmental Protection,


and the


Pennsylvania Rural Water Association Groundwater/Source Water Protection Program





For Information contact:


Borough of Galeton Borough 


814-435-2275














What are the steps


in preparing a


Water source/Groundwater Protection Plan?





Form a Community Planning team.


Identify the land area to be protected.


Identify land uses and possible sources of pollution in the water source protection area and determine how vulnerable the water source protection area is pollution.


Implement ways to prevent groundwater pollution.


Develop an alternate way to supply water if the public drinking water resources become polluted.





WE NEED YOUR HELP!


           What can you do?








To protect local groundwater:





1)  If you use automobile products or change your motor oil at home…use and 


dispose of the products properly.





2)  Use pesticides and herbicides according  


to directions on package…more is not better.





3)  Be aware of what you throw on the 


ground…remember it doesn’t just disappear…it goes into the aquifer.





4)  Conserve water at home and at work.














The residents of Galeton rely on Surface Water for their drinking water with Groundwater as an alternate water supply source. The surface water comes from reservoirs at the Left and Right Branches of Wetmore Run. The Groundwater comes from two wells in the Wetmore area.  


   We think that Galeton is a wonderful place to live, raise a family, and enjoy the beauty of Potter County.  For hundreds of years we didn’t need to worry about the purity of our drinking water.  Now, because of land uses, widespread use of pesticides, herbicides, household hazardous wastes, automobile products, and use, handling and disposal of chemicals, we have to be concerned about delivering good, potable water to our residents, their children, and grandchildren.�   Times have changed. We now know that our water sources pick up what we put on the ground. We also know that we only have the same amount of water we have always had…the earth recycles the water.  Through this program we have learned that it is very expensive and difficult to clean up a water source once it is contaminated whether the source is a stream or well.


   Please join us in helping to protect our water resources. Businesses, agriculture, industry, and residents all can play an important role in helping keep good clean drinking water an asset of Galeton.  Let’s make sure that our children’s children have good safe drinking water.
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Where does our drinking water come from?





Most source water is defined as surface or ground water. Surface water comes from a lake, stream, river or reservoir. Ground water comes from natural underground layers, often sand or gravel that contain water and is supplied through the use of a well.   


Most public drinking water is treated before it enters your home. While some treatment is usually necessary, ensuring that source water is protected from contamination can reduce the costs of treatment and risks to public health.





Why Protect It?





Protection of drinking water at the source can be successful in providing public health protection and reducing the treatment challenge for public water suppliers. Source water quality can be threatened by many everyday activities and land uses, ranging from industrial wastes to the chemicals applied to suburban lawns. Water systems are heavily regulated through the � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/ogwdw000/pws/pwss.html" �Public Water System Supervision Program�, and must respond to this threat to public health with regular water quality monitoring and actions ranging from well closure to expensive treatment. In some cases, source water protection can eliminate or forestall the need to change or modify treatment processes. Treatment is expensive and source water protection can save consumers significant money.











What are the Threats to Source Water?


There are many � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/ogwdw000/dwh/contams.html" �contaminants� that may be present in source water before it is treated.


These include:


Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.


Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can occur naturally or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.


Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, storm water runoff, and residential uses.


Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can, also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.


Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/ogwdw000/dwh/contams.html" ���





The contaminants pose a threat to BOTH Surface water AND Ground water.
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